Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

It is now a matter for congratulation that
the iron and steel producers of America gladly
responded to the appeals of I'Yam-e, Knglaml
and Italy for steel, so supremely essential to
their defense. Nevertheless, it is probable
that, in the state of public sentiment at the
beginning of the war, we should have sold steel
to Germany as readily as to France* and Kn#-
lancl, had that been possible. It was not possi-
ble because Germany, in violating Belgium,
had forced Knghuul into the conflict, and
England's majestic fleet speedily made the seven
seas a highway open only to allied and neutral
vessels, preventing shipment to Germany of
any materials that, could be employed in tin*
prosecution of the war. .Later, when the situ-
ation became better understood, and long before*
our Government yielded to the pressure of
public sentiment with its too long delayed,
declaration of war, American steel manufac-
turers had been so aroused against the treason-
able and uncivilized methods of the Central
Powers that it is doubtful if they would have
furnished steel for the German armies under
any conditions.
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